AD- 416/ 417 SPECI AL CLASSI FI CATI ON CODI NG
Suppl enent to ARS On-Li ne Manual

Chapter 13A

1 Use Special Cassification Code BARD 100% for Bard Projects

1 Use Special Cassification Code CRG 100% for CSREES Conpetitive Grants

1 Use Special Cassification Code CRADA 100% for CRADAS s

(1 IF BRCOM coding is added, the certification line nust be added to the
Approach section of the AD 416

(1 BPMS codes can only be added by HQS

d Al inhouse projects, DL Rand T types, are to have the FarmBil|l Speci al
Classification Code(s) and a Sustainable Agriculture Special dassification
Code on the AD 417.

Farm Bi | I Codi ng

FBP1 Continue to satisfy human food and fi ber needs.

FBP2 Enhance the long-termviability and conpetitiveness of food
production and agricultural systemof the United States within
t he gl obal econony.

FPB3 Expand econom ¢ opportunities in rural Anerica and enhance the
quality of life for farmers, rural citizens and society as a
whol e.

FBP4 I mprove the productivity of the American agricultural system
and devel op new agricultural crops and new uses for
agricultural comodities.

FBP5 Devel op information and systems to enhance the environment and
the natural resource base upon which a sustainable agricultural
econony depends.

FBP6 Enhance hurman health by fostering the availability and
affordability of a safe, whol esone, and nutritious food supply
that neets the needs and preferences of the consuner;-and by
assisting farmers and other rural residents in the detection
and prevention of health and safety concerns.

(1 The assigned percentage nmust equal 100% for each project.
d If multiple codes are assigned to the project, the assigned percentage
cannot exceed 100% w th a mninmmof 10%for a single code.

FARM BI LL CODES from ARI' S

FBP FBP FARM Bl LL PURPCSES

FBP1 FBP HUMAN FOOD & FI BER NEEDS
FBP2 FBP FOOD PRODUCTI ON & AGR SYS
FBP3 FBP ECONOM C OPPORTUNI TI ES
FBP4 FBP NEW AGR CROPS & NEW USES
FBP5 FBP ENVI RON & NATURL RESOURCE
FBP6 FBP ENHANCE HUMAN HEALTH

17



Sust ai nabl e Agri cul ture Codi ng

(W

Use SA-X for the coding, derived froma protocol that uses seven
criteria.

Each project is to be rated on each of the seven criteria.

In each case, the question to be answered is whether a project
contributes to sustainability according to the criteria at hand (+), is
neutral (0), or even detracts (-1).

Addi ng the seven scores nakes possible final scores from-7 to +7
Those projects scoring +2 or better are judged to contribute
significantly.

Those scoring +4 or better are judged to be wholly dedicated to
furthering sustainable agriculture.

Wrksheet is found at end of Suppl enmental Manual

(.

O d do

1. Integrated System O Plant And Ani mal Production Practices

Research dealing with whol e-farm systens. The research shoul d include the

i nfl uence of non-controllable variables, farmenterpri se nanagers, externa

i nputs, nmanagenent of the atnospheric, aquatic, energy, soil and organic
resources of the ecosystemin relation to food, feed or fiber production. In
general, the research should use a holistic and interdisciplinary approach

The objective should be to sustain the economc viability of the specific
farm ng enterprise type while nmaking effective use of natural resources in an
environnental |y sound nmanner, and to use appropriate natural biological cycles
and controls to mnimze dependency on external inputs.

2. Satisfy Human Food And Fi ber Needs

Research designed to contribute to the |ong-termgoal of producing an adequate
anount of safe and nutritious food and of fiber in an econonically viable,
environnental |y sound and soci ol ogically acceptable manner. |n general, the
research should focus on technol ogi es and practices that reduce dependence of
crop and livestock agriculture on external inputs such as fuel, irrigation
water, fertilizers and pesti cides.

3. Enchance Environnmental Quality

Resear ch desi gned to enhance environnental quality through the devel opnent of
practices that mnimze the degradation of soil, water, air or organic
resources fromchenicals, erosion or waste products, or restores them The
research may deal with concerns of both off-site and on-site inpacts of
agricultural practices. This may be acconplished through efficient utilization
of nutrients and practices that prevent |eaching, control erosion or recycle
wast es safely and beneficially through application to agricultural |and.

4. Natural Resource Conservation and Enhancenent

Research that pronotes the devel opnent of technol ogi es and practices that
conserve soil, water, energy and organic resources. Natural resource
conservation research in agriculture usually deals with processes designed to
nmake nore efficient use of natural resources or to control the degradation of
t hese resources. Control of erosion, nutrient runoff and organic matter

depl etion are exanples of types of natural resource conservation that can be
achi eved through the devel opnent of procedures such as reduced till age,
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covercrop and crop rotation systens. Providi ng adequate | evel s of
mcronutrients fromindustrial wastes or other sources is another exanple of
nat ural resource conservation

5. Biological Resource Wilization

Research | eading to the devel opnent of technol ogi es and practices that pronote
the use of beneficial biological systens and processes to naintain and inprove
soil quality, protect crops and reduce the need for external inputs. Exanples
i ncl ude bi ol ogi cal pest controls, biological nitrogen fixation, recycling of
organi ¢ wastes and residues, conposting of rural, suburban and urban wastes
and i ncreasing popul ati ons of beneficial insects, nenatodes, earthworns and
mcroflora. CGrops nmay al so be selected or genetically altered for
characteristics that inprove soil physical properties, drought tol erance, pest
and di sease resistance, and production of organic residues which protect soils
from erosion and ground water from contamni nation

6. Economic Viability

Research desi gned to devel op practices and systens that mnimze risk and
enhance the economic viability of farn operations, with enphasis on the famly
farm The research should focus on long-termsustainability, but cannot

i gnore the need for short-termecononic survival. The inpact of |local, state
or national farmpolicy should be included. To avoid continued overl oadi ng and
depression of prices in the food and fiber narkets, avenues shoul d be

devel oped to alter farmproducts in alternative markets such as energy, paper
and building rmaterials; devel opnment of new products is an exanpl e of
contributing to econonmic viability and may al so support quality of life.

7. Qality of Life

Research that pronotes the devel opment of farm ng systens designed to enhance
the quality of life for farners, nmenbers of rural comunities and society as a
whol e. The research should result in inproved health, safety, and stability
in the rural conmmunity; it should contribute to increased on-farmand | oca
enpl oynent t hrough enphasis on | ocal added val ue opportunities and on reduci ng
dependence on purchased inputs by substituting rmanagerial increases of on-farm
and | ocal enpl oynent through enphasis on |ocal val ue added opportunities and
and on reduci ng dependence on purchased i nputs by substituting manageri al
skills and | ocal resources.
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BRCOM Codi ng

Due to security issues, changes are being made to exclude previously cited
i nformati on for any projects doing biosafety research.

.

L O

It is the responsibility of the Managerment Unit to provide the
Institutional Biosafety Cormittee (IBC) with a project summary so that
the Conmittee can conplete the certification, recertification, or
exenption, unless you have other procedures in place at your |ocation.
If this information is not available during entry of the project into
ARI'S, the project shoul d be anended as soon as the principal investigator
recei ves approval from | BC.
BRCOM is the Special Cassification code used on the AD- 417 when a
project requires a Biosafety Level and review by the |BC
If you have a BRCOM code, you rust have BT code(s). The BRCOM PERCENTAGE
shoul d NOT BE GREATER than the total BT percentages on the AD 417.
If your project(s) is coded BRCOM the | ast sentence of the Approach
Statenment on the AD-416 should record the date of approval and the
Bi osaf ety Level assigned to the project by the IBC
= Type in the 416 REMARKS Section, “IBC information updated.”
= Presentation of the required informati on should be in the follow ng
format:
= For new projects being certified: BSL-1; Certified February 25,
2001
= For recertifying projects: BSL-1; Recertified February 25, 2001
e For BL-Exenpt projects: BSL-Exenpt; Recertified February 25, 2001
NOTE: Do not include city, state, |aboratory nane, room nunber or nanes
of scientists.
BRCOM coded projects MJUST BE recertified ANNUALLY.
Sone | ocations receive Biosafety Level certification which covers a
period of nore than one year. In those instances, the Biosafety Level
woul d be recertified at the end of that period of tine.
If the project is EXEMPT at the tine it is being recertified, the BRCOM
code remains on the 417; DO NOT renove it.
When the project has been recertified, it nust show “recertified
m dd/ yy”.
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Bi ot echnol ogy Research Projects

Background: Biotechnology is defined as the use of |iving organisms, cells,
subcel lul ar organel |l es, and/or parts of those structures, as well as the

nol ecul es, to effect chemical or physical changes needed to generate new
products for research and conmercialization. Specifically, biotechnology is
the use of genetically engineered reconbi nant nucleic acid nol ecules to effect
desired changes in biological naterials.

It is the policy of ARS to explore applications of biotechnol ogy nethods that
have potential to solve priority problens of national scope. ARS will use
vigilance in investigating new applications of biotechnology to ensure the
protection of both public health and the environment. Al biotechnol ogy
research will be carried out in accordance with applicable Federal regul ations
and research guidelines.

Research Quidelines: It is the responsibility of each ARS scientist to conply
with the National Institutes of Health (NIH) @Quidelines for Research Involving
Reconbi nant DNA Mol ecul es. This shall include subm ssion of the research
protocol to the IBC for review and determination. A risk assessnent of the
proposed research nust be nmade, and an assi gnment of one of four Biosafety
Level s (BSL-1 through 4; BSL-4 being the nobst stringent containment
condition). The risk assessnent is initially nmade by the principa

i nvestigator and nust receive concurrence fromboth appropriate NPL and the

I BC. The four Biosafety Levels reflect a conbination of: Laboratory practices
and techni ques, safety equi pnent, |aboratory facilities appropriate for the
operations performed and the hazard posed by agents, and for the |aboratory
functions and activities.

NOTE

RESEARCH CANNOT BE | NI TI ATED UNTI L FI NAL APPROVAL FROM THE | BC HAS BEEN

RECEI VED. FURTHERMORE, THE SClI ENTI ST MJST ANNUALLY SUBM T A REPORT/ REQUEST TO
THE LOCAL | BC FOR REVI EW RECERTI FI CATI ON AND APPROVAL COF THE Bl OTECHNOLOGY
RESEARCH
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